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This was a 2-sided, single-sheet flyer advertising LeMans modifications for the 100. Note that the gear box under specifications indicates that this was put out 
during BN1 production. A 2nd version of this flyer was also released during BN2 production of this flyer referencing a 4-speed car. 
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This is obviously an announcement telling prospective customers that they can buy a 100 new from the factory that incorporates all the Le Mans upgrades, as well as tu-tone 
paint. However, it is interesting to note that even in the version of this two-sided sheet for cars with a 4-speed gearbox the term “100M” was not used. 
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 The below original sales document which just surfaced 
since our article, “The Heritage of the 100M” in the last issue 
of Austin-Healey Magazine is for an actual pre-BN2 dealer 
invoice that shows the installation of the Le Mans modifica-
tions. As such, it’s quite an important historic artifact, and 
definitely raises as many questions as it answers. This BN1 was 
built April 20, 1955 and dispatched to Jacksonville, FL and 
made its way to a dealer in Montgomery, AL. The car was 
then sold on 10/1/55. 
 What we know from this invoice was that a dealer could 
order and sell a BN1 with Le Mans Modifications installed be-
fore the car was shipped to the dealer from the factory. We 
can assume, of course, that the car was shipped over to 
Warwick for installation of the accessories, but interestingly, 
no louvered bonnet was part of the package.
 Where it gets interesting is if you look at the “Model” (on 
Invoice below) it indicates “Le Mans”. Then down below un-

Note that there is no use of the term 100M, but on the other hand it is clearly a car that was purchased through a dealer with 100M equipment, rather than having the kit installed 
at the dealer at point of purchase, or somewhere else after purchase.

der “Optional Equipment” it says “New Car - Factory 
Installed”.
 In talking with the current owners, the car has the hand 
etched correct 100M carbs, cold air box, larger sway bar, 
bent shroud support bracket, bent X brace, and Lucas 40834 
distributor. No louvered hood. Maybe this is one of those 
400+ pre-100M Warwick converted cars that Geoff Healey/ 
sales literature referred to. (?) Jensen wasn’t making the lou-
vered bonnets yet. (?) and it could be an assembled car 
sent to Warwick for Modifications) (?)
 Also note the retail price of $3500.00. Factory 100M’s 
listed for $3275.00 and came out in Sept/Oct 1955. This was 
sold October 1955, so the buyer paid more for an older car. 
Supply & Demand! (?)
 Should anyone else have further period documentation 
like this we’d like to publish it.
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 Early standard 100 distributors (up through chassis 
230630, according to the Austin-Healey 100 Service Parts 
List , Pub. AKD 870, dated Feb. 1958) used a pivoted lever 
construction for the link between the vacuum advance and 
the rotating base plate in the distributor. The end of this link 
had a pin that fits inside a hole in the base plate and was 
retained using a small “bobby” pin. The LUCAS part number 
of this distributor is 40320.
 Starting with 100 chassis C.230631 the distributor part 
number changed (the LUCAS part number for this distributor 
is 40495).  Now the pivoted lever connection was replaced 
with a tightly-coiled spring with a loop at the end that fit 
over a pin that was pressed into the distributor base plate. 
The base plate, points, and condenser also carried new part 
numbers, but the advance curve of the “early” and “later” 
distributors remained unchanged.   

 The early and later Le Mans type distributors are distin-
guished by different vacuum advance connection designs, 
with 40422 having the pivoted lever construction ( as in stan-
dard distributor 40320) and 40520 having the coiled spring 
with end loop (as in 40495). Points and condenser in the 
early and late Le Mans distributors were the same as in the 
corresponding early and late standard ones.

Later vacuum advance with “coiled spring” connection to rotating base, used on 
distributors 40495 (standard 100 - later BN2s) and 40520 (Le Mans).

Some additions,corrections and 
additional information to the 100M 
article which appeared in the Sept./
Oct. 2012 issue of Austin-Healey 
Magazine regarding 100 and 100M
distributors.
by Roger Moment
 In the article on the Heritage of the Austin-Healey 100M, 
the caption under the photos showing stamped numbers on 
the distributor stated the number was 40520, while the num-
ber in the photo is 40422.
 

BOTH are correct numbers for distributors fitted with the 
100M modification kits. The difference is that 40422 is for Le 
Mans-spec. distributors fitted to BN1s and early BN2s (includ-
ing “factory 100M cars”), while 40520 is the distributor num-
ber for later cars. However this requires some additional ex-
planation.

Markings on the earlier 100-M distributor (date stamped for March, 1954). Note the 
YH 13 in addition to the 40422. (Photo courtesy of John Harper)

Markings on the later 100-M distributor (date stamped for March, 1956). Note the YH 
13 in addition to the 40520. (Photo courtesy of John Harper)

Early vacuum advance with pivoted lever linkage from vacuum advance, used on 
distributors with numbers 40230 (standard 100 - BN1s & early BN2s) and 40422 
(Le Mans).

One difference between the two Standard distributors (40320 & 40495) was the way 
the vacuum advance link connected to the rotating base plate.

  LeMans Units Standard Units
  Early Type 40422   40320
  Later Type 40520   40495
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 The performance difference between Standard and
Le Mans type distributors lies in the advance curve. The
standard 100 distributors used two identical springs for the
mechanical advance, while the Le Mans distributors had
one light spring and one heavy one (which also was a little
longer so it didn’t come into play until after the initial ignition
advance rate, controlled by the lighter spring).
 

 The accompanying table shows details of the mechani-
cal and vacuum advance specifications for both standard 
and Le Mans distributors.   

Distributor advance curves -- The faster initial mechanical advance of the Le Mans 
distributor (40422/40520) was controlled by the lighter of the two springs, followed 
by slower additional advance controlled by the heavier spring. Total mechanical 
advance of the standard and Le Mans distributors was similar from around 4000 rpm 
upwards.

Mechanical advance data (vacuum line from carburetors disconnected) for the 
Le Mans and Standard 100 distributors. The upper table applies to both the earlier 
40422 distributor as well as the later 40520.  Similarly, the lower table applies to 
both the earlier 40320 and later 40495 distributors.

Data Regarding Centrifugal Advance 

 100M (Type 40520)
 Distributor RPM Degrees Advance
 3000 15º - 17º 
 750 8 1/2º 10 1/2º 
 350 1/2º - 3 1/2º

 200  No advance below this speed

 100 Standard (Type 40495)
 Distributor RPM Degrees Advance
 3000 16º - 18º 
 1250 8º - 10º 
 650 1º - 3º 
 325  No advance below this speed

Data Regarding Centrifugal Advance 

 100M (Type 40520)
 Inches Murcury Degrees Advance
 22” Hg 9º - 11º 
 15” 1/2 9º - 11º 
 10” 1/2 6º - 8º

 6” 1/2  1º - 3º

 4” 1/2 0º - 1/2º

  No advance at less than 3” Hg.
 
 100 Standard (Type 40495)
 Inches Murcury Degrees Advance
 25” Hg 11º - 13º 
 15” 1/2 9º - 12º 
 11” 1/2 6º - 9º

 8”  0º - 4º

 6” 0º - 1/2

Vacuum advance data on the two distributors fitted to standard and Le Mans 
converted 100s.The vacuum advance unit has numbers stamped into the end of the 
hexagonal fitting where the line attached, which indicate 1) the vacuum inches of 
mercury where advance begins, 2) inches of mercury where advance reaches its 
maximum, and 3) total degrees of vacuum advance.

This an early Standard 
100 vacuum advance 
(Lucas part number 
420006), stamped with 
7-18-12 (advance begins 
at 7 inches of vacuum, 
ends at 18 inches, with 
total advance of 12 
degrees). For 
Le Mans distributors 
these numbers read 
5-17-10.
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And ... A 100M Related Story
WANTED – PHOTO OF THE 100M HEALEY SALAD BAR CAR!!!!
 This Factory LeMans was restored in 1995 at Fourintune. The car 
has changed hands several times and it is currently in Scotland.
 The new owner would like very much to have a photo of the car 
when it was used as a salad bar at a restaurant in Omaha, Nebraska.
 If you have a photo or details, please email them to us and we 
will forward to him. This photo shows the car prior to its restoration, it 
was painted spruce green and a smooth hood had holes cut in for 
the condiments. 
Email details to: 
“Kaye Kovacs” <kaye@fourintune.com> ... Thanks!


